WORSHIP SERVICE
AUGUST 30, 2026, 9:00AM
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

PRELUDE
Adagio, from concerto K. 622 WA Mozart
Payce deMarco, clarinet

WORDS OF WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE

PRAYER OF INVOCATION AND CONFESSION
Leader:  God be with you.
People: And also with you.
(Let us pray.)
Leader:  Healing, Holy God, Giving and Forgiving God:
People: From whom every good thing does come,
Leader: ~ We offer You hungry hearts waiting to be filled.
People: Fill our hearts with a sense of Your presence.
Leader: ~ We offer You souls aching to be touched:
People: Fill our souls with Your all-loving spirit.
Leader: ~ We offer You lives inundated with everyday needs:
People: Fill our lives with a sense of peace.
Leader: ~ We offer You lives that are less than they might be:
People: Forgive those moments when we disappoint You.
Leader: ~ We offer You lives where we follow our own desires:
People: Forgive those moments when we forget whose we are.
Leader: ~ We offer You lives that fail to see the needs of others:
People: Forgive those moments when our self-focus
blinds us.
Leader:  Hear the confessions we offer now silently:
People: And extend to us the grace of Your forgiveness.
Silence
Leader:  In the name of Jesus Christ we pray.
All: Amen.



ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Leader:  God’s love for us is greater than the sin we commit
against God. Nothing can separate us from the love of
God in Jesus Christ our Lord. This is the Good News
we proclaim in this place: when we confess our sins
before God and one another, in Jesus Christ we are

forgiven.
People: Alleluia! Amen!

PASSING OF THE PEACE
Leader:  The Peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you

Children Pre-K — 4" grade recess to the combined classroom

*HYMN (page 6)
Lift High the Cross George William

SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 13:1-9
13 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside
the sea. 2 Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into
a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the
beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying:
“Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some
seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Other
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil,
and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6 But
when the sun rose, they were scorched, and since they had no
root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and
the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good
soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty,
some thirty. 9 If you have ears,[a] hear!”

Minister: The Word of God for the people of God.

All: Thanks be to God!
SERMON “Lessons in Spiritual Agriculture”
Tilly Doak
SERMON RESPONSE
Balm in Gilead Spiritual


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2013%3A1-9&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23549a

SERVICE OF COMMUNION
SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP

COMMUNION MUSIC
You Raise Me Up Brenda Graham/Rolf Lovland

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

As a congregation, we pray together — through word, silence, and
The Lord’s Prayer (sins)

*HYMN (page 7)  Verses 1,2, & 4
O How Glorious, Full of Wonder Curtis Beach

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE
He Has Made Me Glad Leona V. Brethorst/arr. Nerva Altino

*Congregation please stand.

Thank you to Katrina Hering and Dawn Doak for hosting
fellowship time this morning. Please join us for refreshments
after the service.

The Disciples Deck Question:
Card 52: “Keep them and do them, that you may live.”

COLLECTION OF OFFERING
Please place your tithes and offerings in the plates provided
as you enter or leave this morning,.

We thank God for beautiful flowers and are grateful to God’s
servants for sharing their gifts with us. The flowers displayed this
month have been arranged by Carol Bayne, Parry Grogan,

Juliet Howe, Jill Robey and Mimi Weekley.



ARE YOU VISITING OUR CHURCH TODAY?

Welcome, and thank you for worshipping with us! If you have
questions about our church or wish to join us for our next new
member class, please contact Anna Rogers at (203) 274-0097 or

Welcoming@godsacre.org.

DO YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST?
If you have a prayer request, please email Kelly Antonson at
kelly@godsacre.org or Barb Clayton at barb@godsacre.org.

NEWS OF THE CONGREGATION

8:00AM & 10:00AM WORSHIP SCHEDULE RESUMES SEPTEMBER 13
Our summer schedule will conclude on Labor Day weekend, and
we will resume our regular worship schedule. Worship is on
Sundays at 8:00am in the Chapel, or 10:00am in the Meeting
House beginning Sunday, September 13. Nursery care is available
for both services, and Church School will be offered at 10:00am.

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS PICNIC -TODAY!

Join your church family on the acre for a late-summer picnic
featuring food trucks, a Blessing of the Backpacks for children of
all ages, and fellowship from 5:00-6:30pm. Admission is one new,
full-size backpack per person to benefit Filling in the Blanks
(monetary donations also accepted). Bring blankets or lawn
chairs. Contact Greer Lyle at greer(@godsacre.org with any
questions.

CONFIRMATION & MSYG PARENT MEETING — SEPTEMBER 30
New confirmation classes will begin on October 20 and will be
held on rotating Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 7:00-8:15pm in
the Patrlor. We ask that you save the date for our mandatory
discernment meeting for both parents and prospective
confirmands scheduled for Wednesday, September 30, at 7:00pm
in the Chapel. Registration for Confirmation will be distributed
following attendance at the meeting. For questions, contact

Kimmie Dyrvik at kimmie@godsacre.org.



mailto:courtneywflynn@gmail.com
mailto:kelly@godsacre.org
mailto:barb@godsacre.org
mailto:greer@godsacre.org
mailto:kimmie@godsacre.org

FELLOWSHIP KICKOFF BRUNCH

Join us for the Fellowship Kickoff Brunch on Sunday, September
13, following the 10:00am worship service. There will be plenty
of food and fellowship in Smith Hall for all to enjoy! Check your
email for ways to contribute or contact Laurel Carr at
laurel@godsacre.org.

FILLING IN THE BLANKS BACKPACK DRIVE — LLAST CALL!

Today is the last day to donate new, full-size empty backpacks to
benefit Filling in the Blanks, our August Plate Offering Partner.
Their mission is to fight childhood hunger by providing children
in need with nutritious weekend meals. Backpacks may be
dropped off at the Church Office or Smith Hall. Please contact
Tracy Goldman at office@godsacre.org with any questions.

SUMMER CHURCH SCHOOL OFFERINGS
Nursery care is available for children ages 3 and under. Children ages
4 through 4t grade are invited to a combined church school class.

YOouTH MINISTRIES 2026-2027 PROGRAM SIGN UP Is HERE
Registration for the 2026—2027 program year is officially open! We
invite all families to register their children and youth for our vibrant
: ministries, which nurture faith, build community, and
foster growth in God’s love. Please register ASAP so
we can prepare well for a joyful and meaningful year
ahead! Register now using the QR code. Contact
Greer Lyle at greer(@godsacte.org with questions.

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP CAKE AND COFFEE

You are warmly invited to enjoy cake, coffee, and good company
in the church Parlor on Wednesday, September 2, at 9:30am. We
will gather and reconnect with friends old and new. To RSVP or
if you would like to bake, contact Nancy Burges at
nnburges@gmail.com by August 31.



mailto:laurel@godsacre.org
mailto:office@godsacre.org
mailto:greer@godsacre.org
mailto:nnburges@gmail.com
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1. Come, Chris -tians, fol - low where our Sav - ior trod,
2. Each new - born ser - vant of the Cru-ci - fied
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O How Glorious, Full of Wonder
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how glo-rious, full of won-der
2. Whenwe see the lights a - bove us, moon and stars, your power dis-played,

is your name o’er
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all the earth;

3.As your stew-ards, you have set us o’er the won-ders of your hand,
4.0 how won-drous,0 how glo-rious is your name in ev - ery land!
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God, who wrought cre - a - tion’s splen-dor, bring-ing suns and stars to birth!

Born of earth, yet

full of yearn-ing, mix-turestrangeof good and
these our hopesand fail-ures show.
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Soar-ing spire and ru-ined cit- y,
Yours the will our heartsare seek-ing, con-scious of our hu-man need.

who are  we, that you should love us, crea- turesthat your hand has made?
as your ser-vants,you have madeus guard-ians o - ver sea and land.
God, whose pur-posemovesbe - fore us towardthe goal that you have planned.
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Rapt in rev-erence we a- doreyou, mar-veling at your mys- tic ways.

ill,
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Hum-bly now we bow be - fore you, lift-ing up our hearts in praise.
from your ways so of - ten turn-ing, yet your love does seek us still.
Teach us more of hu-man pit-y, that we in your im - age grow.
Spir- it in our spir-it speak-ing, makeus yours, 0  God, in - deed!
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WORDS: Curtis Beach, 1958, rev. 1980, alt. by permission IN BABILONE
MUSIC: Traditional Dutch melody, harm. Julius Rontgen, The English Hymnal, 1906 87.87D

“his text is based on Psalm 8. The stirring Dutch melody to which it is set appeared

Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradanseu in 1710. It first appeared

Words ©

n a hymnal in The English Hymnal, 1906, edited by Ralph Vaughan Williams.

1958, ren. 1980, 1991,
Estate of Curtis Beach



PARTICIPATING IN WORSHIP:
The Rev. Dr. Stephen Chapin Garner
Senior Minister
Kelly Antonson
Associate Minister of Children, Y outh
& Families
Tilly Doak
Collegiate Preaching Fellow
Nerva Altino
Director of Music Ministries
Hannah Mikita, soprano
Soloist
Leigh Engen
AV Tech Leader

DEACON
Andrew Dugal

USHERS

Hal Holappa
Teri Reed

We are a welcoming, inclusive and
compassionate church community
where difference and diversity are
valued. We gather to promote the love
and knowledge of the God revealed in
Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior,
Redeemer and Friend, and welcome
all to participate in the life of our
church regardless of race, color,
religion, gender, gender expression,
age, national origin, ability, marital
status, or sexual orientation.

We invite you to make an offering.




