
WORSHIP SERVICE  
AUGUST 2, 2026, 9:00AM 
TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

PRELUDE 
Morning Has Broken                 Traditional/arr. Robenson Altino                                      
 
WORDS OF WELCOME AND COMMUNITY LIFE 
 
PRAYER OF INVOCATION AND CONFESSION 
Leader:      God be with you. 
People:     And also with you. 

(Let us pray.) 
Leader:      Healing, Holy God, Giving and Forgiving God: 
People:     From whom every good thing does come, 
Leader:      We offer You hungry hearts waiting to be filled. 
People:     Fill our hearts with a sense of Your presence. 
Leader:      We offer You souls aching to be touched: 
People:     Fill our souls with Your all-loving spirit. 
Leader:      We offer You lives inundated with everyday needs: 
People:     Fill our lives with a sense of peace. 
Leader:      We offer You lives that are less than they might be: 
People:     Forgive those moments when we disappoint You. 
Leader:      We offer You lives where we follow our own desires: 
People:     Forgive those moments when we forget whose we are. 
Leader:      We offer You lives that fail to see the needs of others: 
People:     Forgive those moments when our self-focus  

blinds us. 
Leader:      Hear the confessions we offer now silently: 
People:     And extend to us the grace of Your forgiveness. 
                  Silence 
Leader:      In the name of Jesus Christ we pray. 
All:            Amen. 
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Leader:     God’s love for us is greater than the sin we commit  

     against God. Nothing can separate us from the love of  
     God in Jesus Christ our Lord. This is the Good News  
     we proclaim in this place: when we confess our sins  
     before God and one another, in Jesus Christ we are  
     forgiven.   

People:    Alleluia!  Amen!        
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Leader:  The Peace of Christ be with you. 
All:   And also with you 

 
*HYMN (page 6)   
Praise to the Living God                    George Elvey/Curtis Beach                              
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON                              Genesis 32:22-31 
The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, 

and his eleven children and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He 

took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise 

everything that he had. Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled 

with him until daybreak. When the man saw that he did not 

prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket, and 

Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. Then he 

said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will 

not let you go, unless you bless me.” So he said to him, “What is 

your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” Then the man said, “You 

shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven 

with God and with humans and have prevailed.” Then Jacob 

asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it 

that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. So Jacob 

called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, 

yet my life is preserved.” The sun rose upon him as he passed 

Penuel, limping because of his hip.  

 

Minister:    The Word of God for the people of God. 
All:   Thanks be to God!  
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SERMON                                 “The Blessing We Receive” 
                 Kelly Antonson 

 
SERMON RESPONSE 
He’s Got the Whole World                                              Spiritual            
 
SERVICE OF COMMUNION 
    SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 
 
      COMMUNION MUSIC 
        What a Beautiful Name       Ben Fielding/Brooke Ligertwood                                  

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

As a congregation, we pray together – through word, silence, and 
The Lord’s Prayer (sins) 

 
*HYMN (page 7)   
Blessed Assurance                                                   Fanny Crosby 
 
BENEDICTION  
 
POSTLUDE 

Go Forth for God                     Traditional/arr. Robenson Altino 

 
*Congregation please stand. 

 
Today’s flowers honor the life of Margo Rundles, always in the 

hearts of Martha, Steve, Caroline and Alex Palmer.  

 
 

The Disciples Deck Question: 
Card 48: “Are we to go and buy two hundred denarii worth of 

bread and give it to them to eat?” 
   

 
COLLECTION OF OFFERING 

Please place your tithes and offerings in the plates provided 
as you enter or leave this morning.  
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Thank you to Sindi Rusiecki for hosting this morning’s summer 
fellowship. Please join us for refreshments after the service on 

the front walk, or in Smith Hall if weather requires. 

 
ARE YOU VISITING OUR CHURCH TODAY? 
Welcome, and thank you for worshipping with us! If you have 
questions about our church or wish to join us for our next new 
member class, please contact Anna Rogers at (203) 274-0097 or 
welcoming@godsacre.org. 
 
DO YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST? 
If you have a prayer request, please email Kelly Antonson at 
kelly@godsacre.org or Barb Clayton at barb@godsacre.org. 

 
 

NEWS OF THE CONGREGATION 
AUGUST PLATE OFFERING 
The August plate offering will go towards Filling in the Blanks, 
which aims to fight childhood hunger by providing children in 
need with weekend meals. 
 
CHURCH OFFICE SUMMER HOURS 
The church office will be closed on Fridays from June through 
August. For pastoral care needs, contact (203)966-2651 x103. 
 
FILLING IN THE BLANKS BACKPACK DRIVE – AUGUST 1-30 
We invite you to donate new full-size empty backpacks during the 
month of August to benefit Filling in the Blanks. Their mission is 
to fight childhood hunger by providing children in need with 
weekend meals. Backpacks may be dropped off in the bin in Smith 
Hall or mailed directly to the church c/o Tracy Goldman. Please 
contact Tracy at office@godsacre.org with any questions.  
 
GIVING THIS SUMMER  
We are grateful for your generous pledges as they are essential to 
the operation of our church. While we know many families will 
be traveling this summer, we encourage you to stay current on 
your pledge commitment so that we may be best prepared for our 
fall offerings. 
 

mailto:courtneywflynn@gmail.com
mailto:kelly@godsacre.org
mailto:barb@godsacre.org
mailto:office@godsacre.org
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JOIN OUR TEAM: PSGA LEAD TEACHER NEEDED 
The Preschool on God’s Acre is seeking a Lead Classroom 
Teacher for our 3 Day 2s Classroom, which meets M/W/F from 
8:45-11:45am. To learn more about this opportunity, please reach 
out to Marnie Miller and Kate Stimpson at directors@psganc.org. 
 
ROOF REPLACEMENT PROJECT 
Please pardon our appearance as our Building & Grounds 
Committee oversees a roof replacement project this July. Thank 
you for your patience and understanding. 
 
SUMMER CHURCH SCHOOL OFFERINGS 
There is no church school today or next Sunday, August 8. 
Nursery care is available for children ages 3 and under. Activity bags 
are available for older children as you enter the garden. Combined 
summer church school class will resume on Sunday, August 16.  
 
SUMMER FELLOWSHIP – AUGUST HOSTS NEEDED 
If you would like to host fellowship time following the 9:00am 
Garden Worship Service, please sign-up during fellowship today 
or email Laurel Carr at laurel@godsacre.org. The church provides 
tables and paper goods; hosts are asked to provide refreshments. 
 
SUMMER WORSHIP ON GOD’S ACRE – 9:00AM GARDEN SERVICE 

From June 21 through September 6, join us for one Sunday worship 
service at 9:00am. During the summer, we'll gather in the Memorial 
Garden as weather allows and move indoors if needed. Whether 
you're at home or traveling, you can also worship with us each week 
through God's Acre On the Go podcast and our Sunday livestream. 
 
YOUTH MINISTRIES 2026-2027 PROGRAM SIGN UP IS HERE  
Registration for the 2026–2027 program year is officially open! 
We invite all families to register their children and youth for our 

vibrant ministries, which nurture faith, build 
community, and foster growth in God’s love. 
Please register by August 15 so we can prepare 
well for a joyful and meaningful year ahead! 
Register using the QR code below or on the 

church website. Contact Greer Lyle at greer@godsacre.org with 
questions about registration. 

mailto:directors@psganc.org
mailto:laurel@godsacre.org
mailto:greer@godsacre.org
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PARTICIPATING IN WORSHIP: 
Kelly Antonson 

Associate Minister of Children, Youth 
& Families 

Barb Clayton 
 Pastoral Care Minister 
Robenson Altino 
 Guest Pianist 
Hannah Mikita, soprano 
 Soloist 
Leigh Engen 
 AV Tech Leader 
 
DEACON 
Andrew Dugal 
 
USHER 
Todd Baker 
 
We are a welcoming, inclusive and 
compassionate church community 
where difference and diversity are 
valued. We gather to promote the love 
and knowledge of the God revealed in 
Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior, 
Redeemer and Friend, and welcome 
all to participate in the life of our 
church regardless of race, color, 
religion, gender, gender expression, 
age, national origin, ability, marital 
status, or sexual orientation. 
 

We invite you to make an offering 
today. 
 

 


